a suggestion seriously made by a newspaper. This was
an advice to commit national suicide and to uproot
Hinduism. He wondered if such a newspaper should
exist in free India. Was liberty of the Press to amount
to license to poison the public mind ? People who wanted
such a policy to be pursued should ask for the resigna-
tion of their Government. The world which, up till now,
had looked up to India would certainly cease to do
so. In any event, so long as he had breath in his body,
he would continue to advise against such utter madness.
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THE DUTY OF OBJECTORS
Though I believe that I was wise in having yielded
to a solitary objector and refrained from holding public
prayer, it is not improper to examine the incident a
little more fully. The prayer was public only in the
sense that no member of the public was debarred from
attending it. It was on private premises. Propriety
required that those only should attend who believed
whole-heartedly in the prayer including verses from the
Quran. Indeed, the rule should be applicable to prayer
held even on public grounds. A prayer meeting is not
a debating assembly. It is possible to conceive prayer
meetings of many communities on the same plot of
land. Decency requires that those who are opposed to
particular prayers would abstain from attending the
meetings they object to. The reverse would make any
meeting impossible without disturbance. Freedom of
worship, even of public speech, would become a farce
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